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some reasons for searching the medical literature

• to answer a specific patient case-related question (practice)

• to learn more about a medical topic (education)

• to determine current best practice (guideline)

to give the best possible care to patients using Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM)
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+

AND OR NOT



+

AND

Turmeric AND Rheumatic fever

Turmeric Rheumatic

fever

Both terms included in any results.



+

OR

treatment therapy

treatment OR therapy

This will retrieve records that have either 

keyword. It is useful for synonyms.



+

AND OR NOT

Drug antibiotics

drug NOT antibiotics

Excludes any results.

This will not retrieve records that unwanted keyword.



هم‌پایه‌سازها

“   ” 

یک کلیدواژه که 
.خود چند کلمه ا ست

“Rheumatic 

fever”

*

وجودتنه مشترک 
درکلیدواژه

Pregnanc*

)(

چندین کلیدواژه با 
رابط های مختلف

(influenza OR flu) AND

( vitamin C OR “ascorbic 

acid” ) 



EXAMPLE

• (Faculty OR Teachers OR Professors)

• Diabetes NOT juvenile

• neoplasm AND (treatment OR therapy)

• • How many words could you think of for the idea of “cancer”?

• • Cancer, tumor, malignancy, neoplasm, sarcoma…
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Search Process

Determine synonym keywords

Combination of words

Search strategy design



سپاس

امروزتان پر از مهر خدا


