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AFA Archival Research Grant
Proposal Evaluation Form

Principal Investigator Tnstitation:

Secondary Investigators Instriutions:

Evaluater: Signature:

Application Guidelines: Application meets all formatting, eligibility, and proposal Yes No
guidelines.

Use of Human Subjects or Animals: Approval from the IRB or other appropriate Yex  No Not Applicable
review board.

Rating Criteria: Low High

Project Description: The proposal gives a clear and thorough description
of the proposed research m a manner that can be understood by a diverse
panel of reviewers. The proposal provides a clear sense of the researcher’s
expected outcome(s).

Comments:

Contribution to the Field: The propoesal clearly explains how the
proposed research study will contmbute to the body of Imowledge relative
to forensics. The proposed research will make a meaningful contribution
to the field.

Comments:

Funding: The proposal clearly explains what funding 1= needed to and
how the funds will be used to support the proposed rezearch. The proposal
identifies other funding sources to be used in conjunction the Brockriede
Grant.

Comments:

Timetable: The proposal provides a detailed and realistic description of
activities to be completed during the two-week research period at the 1 2 3 4 5
archives at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City.

Comments:

Total Score (out of 20 possible points):

Proposal Ranking Relative to Other Applications(] being highest):




Ly

Reviewer
Endeavor! Project Proposal Evaluation Criteria
Student Name(s) Title (short) Reviewer
Discussion of each proposal: Rate items 1-10 on scale of 1-10 where 1 llent/highest; 9-8=good/high; 7-
6=average/adequate; 5-4=fair/lower; 3-2=poor/low; andi- O=missing/lacking/not fundable on this item
Evaluation category Points (10)

1. Research Question and Significance: Does the proposal include the answer to
“So what"? How well does the proposal show the significance of the project to the
student, the discipline and/or practice, the University, the community, and
beyond?

2. Goals/Objectives: How well are the goals/objectives described? Are they
reasonable for the scope of the project?

3. Methodology or Procedures: How well does the proposal demonstrate that the
project can be completed with the available resources and in the time specified
(feasibility)? How clearly does the proposal describe a plan for development and
implementation (e.g., development of creative design, or data collection and
statistical analysis)? Is the research method clearly identified.

4. Timeline: Is the timeline realistic in regard to the proposed
methodology/procedures?

5. The Investigator's Qualifications: How relevant is the student applicant’s
academic background to conduct the project? If not, how thorough is the
justification? If the faculty person is also involved in the research project, how
significant is the role of the student in the project? Is student participation
appropriate and thoroughly justified?

6. Evaluation/Dissemination: How well does the proposal describe a plan to
evaluate the expected outcomes? Does it include a plan to disseminate the
information gathered?

7. References cited: Does the proposal include complete bibliographic information
for all references cited using an appropriate style for the discipline?

8. Budget Summary: How reasonable does the budget seem for both the effort
and anticipated results described?

9. Budget Narrative: How appropriate, accurate, and justified is the budget and
use of resources?

10. General Quality of Writing/Adherence to format: To what extent does the
proposal narrative adhere to the format described in the guidelines? How accurate
are the grammar and spelling? Is the proposal easy to understand?




Guidelines to examiner for research proposal evaluation

In the research proposal the student is expected to present a clear description of the
particular problemiresearch question or aspect in the research area in which he/she
Is interested in pursuing, and explain the proposed approach in siud},rin:g the subject

matter.

The following criteria serve as a guide in evaluating the proposal.

Rating
Weak Acceptable Good
Criterion
Abstract is lack of . Abstract is informative,
relevance or fails to offer Qﬁb:::?;:prﬂ::gt succinct, and offers
Abstract appropriate details about details about the issue, sulﬁc:enl];f specific details
the issue, context and context and proposed about the issue, context
proposed methods of the pmop and proposed methods of
methods of the study
study the study
Weak overview or Comprehensive overview
irrelevant description of Adequate overview of the P
Background rasaarch topic. Mo i —— h toDi of the proposad research
and pic. Praposed research ipic ftopic citing reasons and
Motivation mctivation or mention of but without stating why it background knowledge to
Le:ﬁﬁ;:[l;\;;eﬂseamh is o is to be undertaken motivate research
Propery worded Clear and precise
Poorly worded statement’s | statement's of the statement's of the
Aims and of the research research research
Obiectives guestions/aims/objectives guestions/aimsiobjectives | gquestions/aimsiohjectives
. or unclear about what indicating a sufficient indicating a thorough
isfare to be achieved understanding of what understanding of what
islare to be achieved islare fo be achieved
Insufficient knowledge of Eamili ith and h A thorough review of the
Literature related work or citing G;:;' :;::l:earlli‘ter::.lre relevant related work with
Review irelevant literature on the on research ¥ particular focus on the
research problem/question roblem/question at hand research problem/!
at hand P a guestion at hand
y Proposed method is Clear.ar_ld thorough
Proposed method is adequate to achieve description of proposed
inadequate to address Dbzqctivefs of research method with justification
Methods research problemiresearch ! on its suitability.

question

with some justification of
its suitability

[Exftra merit is given for
detailed steps/procedures
in the method

Preliminary
evaluation &
analysis

Poor evaluation of
results/analysis

Demonstrate adequate
evaluation of
results/analysis

‘Well-documented
evaluation of
results/analysis indicating
good progress.

[Exftra merit is given to
published results

Conclusions

Poor summary withowt
highlighting issues raised
in the proposal

Adequate summary
highlighting most points
in the proposal

Good summary
highlighting all issues
raised in the proposal

Inadequatie or infeasible

Feasible timeliness
showing the main

Feasible timeliness

Planning timeliness stages/milestones of the showing ._all the important
stages/milestones
research anly
Difficult to comprehend. Cormrect grammar and Well-written English
Language MNumerous grammatical easy to understand composition

EMors
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